
Special Advisor, M d a  Bureau 
Fedend Communications Commieeion 

Washington, DC 205% 
445 1P St, sw 

Re: Request far Data Fmm Media SNdics 
D& No. 02-277 

Dcar Paul: 

As we discussed on the phone yesterday, we wish to inquire as to whether 
the Commission can provide ru certain marerids relating to the datn underlying 
rhe twclvc studies the Commission releascd last week. Because of the tight 
deadlines, we hope that this h f o d  proccss can expedite thcnleare of as much 
information M posdble. 

In percicular, OUT consultnnts nad access to all data sets collected far all 
twelve of the studis, all rcpsionr  conducted as p o f  the studies, any outputs 
from rheserepssions, and all munications and comspondcnceber~een the 
Commission (d its staff) and the indepmdent mearchem. 

Given the imponancc of this proceding -- Ken Farre has likened its 
importance to the replacement of Aristotdcan co~ology by the Copernican 
madel -- it is critical for the public to have the cspncity m participate muming- 
j i d j  in thir  p-. To dothat. werequire-thnnchcpublirhcd repans. 
We need [D haveacccss to the samc data u s c d t o d  thcsercsults, so that wc 
can have u full understanding of how the researchas reached their conclusions. 

You informed me thin somc of the informntion used by the mearch 
m y  bc proprietary in nuwe. We certainly undastand the need to protect such 
sensitive information just as you understand that he Commission cannot base a 
decisiononinformationnotinthcrccord Fortunutely. theCommissionh wall- 
eetabliahed proccdurrs for the cantrolled rrl= ofpropriemry dam, and wc 
prepared to work with you IO c o n s ~ c t  a suitable protective order should that be 
necessary.. We will work to confirm M quickly BS possible which of the consul- 
tanta may need access to the data and to minimize distribution to the fewest 
number of pcoplc 

Because of the tight deadlines, we arc eager to gct ps much information 
os we crm as 60011 as we can. Wc are not asking for thia i n f o d o n  under the 

hg. As such. m hope to avoid the usual FOIA backlog. pleaoe gin mt 
.a cnUif thae is anyrhk wc can do IO help mow thinps along. 

PncdOmorIafomon Act, b u t n ~ ~ n s p u t o f t h e o n g o ~ g ~ ~ ~  

Harold Feld 
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